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Council Work Session/Regular Council Meeting
Minutes
July 2, 2007

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen County,
New Jersey, was held this evening in the Borough Hall Annex, commencing at 7:30pm

Mayor Laurence Cherchi called the meeting to order.

Mayor Laurence Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Council President Heveran led
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Present: Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilpersons Heveran Choi,
Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, Raucci

Council Absent: none

Also Present: Fran Lehmann, Borough Clerk, Brian Giblin, Borough Attorney
Jack Terhune Borough Administrator

OPEN MEETING STATEMENT

Conditions of the Open Meeting Act have been met by Notice placed on the Bulletin
Board at Borough Hall and notices sent to the Official Newspaper.

Mayor Cherchi pointed out the Fire Exit.

Mayor Cherchi asked for a moment of silence for former Senator Byron Baer and Linda
Cherino a long time resident of Leonia.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
Paulo Gonzalez — 341 Sylvan Avenue and Eric Gabay, 228 Warwick Lane — both
young men came to the Governing Body and asked them to consider an area
where the children in town could safely skateboard and roller blade.

RESOLUTIONS

A motion was made by Councilman Puzzo seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve
Resolutions 07-157 - 07-162.

Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, Raucci
voted yes. Resolutions approved.

.The Governing Body discussed the qualifications of a Tax Collector.
Mayor Cherchi appointed Mr. Michael Apicella as Tax Collector for the remainder of
2007. A motion was made by Council President Heveran, seconded by Councilman



Hawkins to confirm Mayor Cherchi’s appointment and approve Resolution 07-163A.
Roll call vote; all council members voted yes Resolution 07-163 A approved.

Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore and Raucci voted yes.
Councilman Hawkins abstained. Resolutions approved.

Resolution 07-164 — Councilman Hawkins made a motion, seconded by Councilman
Raucci to approve Resolution 07-164. Roll call vote; all members of the Council voted
yes. Resolution 07-164 approved.

Resolution 07-165 — Councilman Hawkins made a motion, seconded by Councilman
Puzzo to approve Resolution 07-165. Roll call vote; all Council members voted yes
Resolution 07-165 approved.

Resolution 07-166 —Councilman Hawkins made a motion, seconded by Councilman
Puzzo to approve Resolution 07-166. Roll call vote; all Council members voted yes

Resolution 07-166 approved.

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE

Adoption of Multi-Purpose Bond Ordinance 12-07 entitled:

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF
LEONIA, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $395,300 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO APPROPRIATE VARIOUS GRANTS, TO MAKE A DOWN
PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE
SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE
OF SUCH BONDS.

Borough Clerk read the Ordinance by title

Public Hearing —

Anthony Yee, 333 Beechwood Place — inquired about the work to be done on the
tennis courts. Mayor Cherchi explained they were cracked and going to be
repaired. Mr. Terhune explained they were going to be covered in a polymer. A
shock absorbing surface.

A motion was made by Council President Heveran, seconded by Councilman
Puzzo to adopt on final reading Ordinance 12-07.

ROLL CALL Councilpersons, Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, Raucci,
voted yes Ordinance 12-07 adopted.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a) Lakeview Park
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Dwayne Wright, 600 Broad Avenue — Mr. Wright spoke against the off
leash hours at Lakeview Park.

Anthony Yee, 333 Beechwood Place — Mr. Yee spoke about the off-leash
hours in NYC 9pm-9am.

176 Dwight Place, Englewood — Thanked the Council for the dog park her
and her children enjoy using the park after school.

Charlie Ryan, 269 Glenwood Avenue — read a letter to the Governing
Body.

Rae Kornblit, 596 Broad Avenue — Mrs. Kornblit asked the Governing
Body to give the park back to the neighborhood and not allow dogs off the
leash in the park.

David Shapiro, 81 Chestnut Place, Englewood — Mr. Shapiro felt that the
park was underutilized and agreed that 6:30 am is too early for dogs to be
barking. People feels the dog park is a wonderful thing not only for the
dogs but also for the owners.

Leah Rolands, 186 Crescent Avenue — Mrs. Rolands stated that Leonia is a
town that cares about people. There needs to be monitoring of the use of
the park and the noise level.

Mayor Cherchi noted that all the parks in Leonia are regulated by the
Recreation Commission.

Councilman Hawkins noted the Governing Body is considering an
Ordinance for the off-leash hours only.

Diane Berson, 307 Westview — Ms. Berson spoke about a video that she e-
mailed members of the Governing Body. This was done over a 24 hour
period. The only time the park was used was during the off-leash hours.

Ms. Cirelli, 231 Twelfth Street, Palisades Park, - Ms. Cirelli spoke against
the off-leash hours; she noted that she takes her niece and nephews to the
park. They cannot use the picnic tables because the dogs run all over
them.

Kathy Sommer, 438 Greenway Drive — Ms. Sommer urged the Governing
Body to support the hours presented by L-Dog.

Mr. Carras, 348 Vreeland Avenue — Mr. Carras stated his children are now
6 and 4 they used to use the park all the time, however now his children
will not go the park because they are afraid of the dogs.
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Mayor Cherchi asked Ms. Chalkin who is the Chairman of the Recreation
Commission if she wished to speak.

Council President Heveran made a motion to extend the 20 minute public
session for another 15 minutes, seconded by Councilman Raucci. All in
favor none opposed.

Hilary Kelbick - Chalkin, 155 Paulin Boulevard — Ms. Chalkin spoke on
behalf of the Recreation Commission.

Ingrid Brennan, 53 Palmer Place — Ms. Brennan spoke about off leash
hours and a compromise on the hours. Ms. Brennan would like to have an
8am start time on Saturdays and a Spm start time on weekends.

Arthur Berman, 24 Meadowview — Mr. Bergman agrees that 6:30am is too
early, for the use of the park.

Peter Noonan, 119 Buckingham Road, Tenafly — Mr. Noonan explained
the reason the number hours in a NYC park was the decibel level of noise
from the dogs barking.

Louis Luglio, 160 Hillcrest Avenue — The Park was underutilized from a
children’s standpoint. The equipment that is there now cannot be used by
children, no one can figure out how to use that equipment. The separation
of the dogs running off leash and the children needs to be addressed. The
skate park would be a great use of the park in its totality or a portion of the
park.

Victor Panaligan, 588 Broad Avenue — Mr. Panaligan noted that the
decibel level of a moving vehicle is about 75 decibels, barking dogs is
about 90 decibels. Mr. Panaligan’s children will not go there because of
the dogs. The children’s area is small compared to the area for the dogs.

George McGarr, 548 Lincoln, Ridgefield — I not only use the dog park but
also utilize the stores in Leonia.

Mayor Cherchi closed the public session.

Councilman Puzzo met with members of the Recreation Commission and
members of L-Dog. The Governing Body needs to discuss the hours.
Evening hours starting at 5:00pm is reasonable. Councilman Puzzo
suggested 8:30am on Saturday morning as opposed to 8:00am. Daylight
Savings time either 5:00 or 5:30pm. Councilman Hawkins suggested
changing the Recreation Commission recommendation of darkness to
sunset as sunset is a specific time. Councilman Hawkins explained his
reasoning for sunset. Council President Heveran, spoke about the time she
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b.)

spent in the park with her children. When she visited the park on Sunday
the dogs were well behaved. Council President Heveran did notice,
however that the dogs were on the table. Council President Heveran
commended the Recreation for the work they have done. They have spent
a lot of time looking at this. Council President Heveran agrees that 8:30am
is a good time, and keeping it at 5:00pm daylight savings time.
Councilman Puzzo made a motion proposing the hours for weekday
morning year round starting at 7:30am-1030am, and weekend hours year
round 8:30am -11:00am and evening hours eastern standard time 3:30pm
to sunset and evening hours daylight savings time 5:30pm to sunset and
the Recreation Department should be looking at the height of those fences
and get them increased for the safety of children and anyone else using the
park, seconded by Councilman Raucci. Councilman Hawkins feels that
from mid-October to November 4" it is too short a time as it gets dark
earlier until November 4", Councilman Raucci made a motion to amend
the time to 5:00pm, seconded by Councilman Puzzo. Roll call vote on the
motion amend to 5:00pm, all in favor none opposed. Roll call vote on the
motion made by Councilman Puzzo none opposed.

Councilman Raucci it is clear that the park has worked thanks to
Recreation. It is a quality of life issue. It is something that is serving our
citizens. This Council needs to understand that we are not just serving dog
owners but also people that don’t own dogs. I also have a little bit of
trouble equating a child to a dog. There are a number of areas in town
where you can put a blanket down. Councilman Hawkins thanked the
group of dog owners in their assistance to the Recreation Commission for
policing the dog park in Lakeview Park.

Rescue Truck — Mayor Cherchi feels that we should have advertised the
sale of the rescue truck. Mayor Cherchi inquired if purchase requisition
has been received from Englewood for the Rescue Truck? Mr. Terhune
responded that it is in the process.

Sculpture Garden — Council President Heveran discussed the sculpture
garden.

Marilyn Torre, 138 Reldyes Avenue — Ms. Torre explained that money has
been received from several areas. Ms. Torre showed the Governing Body
a picture of the sculpture from Councilman Hawkins. This sculpture
would be placed on the porch at Borough Hall. Ms. Torre would like to
start a sculpture park at the park at the Annex. Mayor Cherchi inquired if
the Council wanted to approve the sculpture for the front of Borough Hall.
Councilman Puzzo asked how it would be installed. Councilman Hawkins
will do the installation. Mayor Cherchi asked for a diagram of where it
would go. Councilman Hawkins will work with the Borough on the
placement. Councilman Puzzo feels the area by the Annex would be best.
There is a walkway and benches if someone wanted to contemplate the
sculpture.
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Mayor Cherchi asked for the Sculpture group to come back with a plan of
how they would like to see the sculptures in the area by the Annex and in
front of Borough Hall.

d.) Yamato/Texaco — Councilman Puzzo the Real Estate Committee met with
Yamato Transport. They expressed a desire to sell the property.
Councilman Puzzo reported that a report would be coming in August
describing what would be needed to remediate the property. Councilman
Hawkins reported on an article in the Record regarding contaminated sites
in Bergen County

NEW BUSINESS

CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Giblin handed out a model noise ordinance from the DEP.

Council President Heveran reported that she has spoken to a member of the American
Legion regarding the issues of noise; they received complaints and kept the deposits of
the people who violated the contracts.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Rob Espinosa Lakeview Avenue reported to the Governing Body that two stop signs are
very faded one is partially on ground. Mayor Cherchi asked the Borough Administrator to
look into the signs on Lakeview Avenue. Councilman Puzzo asked to have the words
stopped painted on Lakeview and Glenwood and Allaire also.

CLOSED SESSION
None

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Council President Heveran to adjourn the meeting, seconded by
Councilman Raucci. All in favor none opposed.

Meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Fran Lehmann
Borough Clerk
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